These gastrointestinal investigators from Turkey [1] are the first to provide evidence that this hypothesis [2] may actually be fact. Their data, obtained from 435 consecutive patients who in 2009 underwent total colonoscopy, showed that, whereas 35 had diverticulosis and 24 had cancer, only two had both. In the latter, neoplasms arose in the rectum. These patients were smokers, suffering an addiction known to induce malignancy. Further support for this hypothesis can be gleaned from research conducted by Ghajar and Bissell [3] on cancer of the breast, the most common malignancy in women. They point out that the ECM in the mammary gland, which comprises 80% of its tissue, was once thought only to provide infrastructure but is now known to be a key component of the cellular microenvironment that influences genetic expression. They maintain that in other organs (kidney, skin, lung, colon, and ovary), the genome is similarly influenced by the ECM.
